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ADVERTISEMENT.

Soxe nccount of the work here offered to his notice may be

not unacceptable to the reader. ¢

Among the Sanshrit texts printed at Calcutta under the
authority of the General Committee of Public Instruction, there

are two worhs the titles of which are given in Loglush as fol-
lows :—

* Kdvya Pratdva; o treatise on Poctry and Rhetoric by
Maysiars Kewanva, (1829).

“ 8dhitya Darpane , v treatise on Rhetwrical Composition by
Vis'wanaria Kavinass.  (1828).

The Kfrye Prakds'a—the “Ilustration of Poetry,”-—con-
sists of & number of metrical rules {kdrikd) interspersed with
comments and illustrative cvamples. The rules are founded
on the Aphorisms of VAuana, who owed his knowledge of the
subject to the disme *sage Buursry, The Séhitya Darpana—
the “Mirror of Composition~—also has l verses ns its
text; and the rules are frequently allustrated by the same
cxamples as those employed in the earlier worh. Both works
are held in higl; esteetn ; but that of Vis'wasarita—the more
winmt.and the morr eapons of. the tsse—is oenemlly, admitted.
as the standard of taste among the learncd Hindds,

Of the ctymology of the term Sdkitye two explanations are
woffered.  According to the one, it is derived from kila ¢ benefit®
and saha € with, beeanse o hnawledge of it is benefical in all
departraerits of hiterature, The pther, with Joss appearance of




4 Adrcerlusement,
reason, dcpluns 1t as denoting the sum total of the various
seetions of which the system itself 18 made up

The term Rletorie, as employed to denote the subject of a

treatise of thns deserniption, 18 hable—aceording o our view of
the division and d tion of the to an
the coriversc of thit to which we hold the term Logic hable
when employed to denote the all embracing sphere of the
Nydys pmlosophy  In the Sdkifya we have but o part and the
Jeast important part of what, according to Arstotle* belongs
to Rhetoriec In order to attain 1ts speaific end of convinang
or persuading—between which we agree with Mr Smart m
thinkmng that there 1s more of a distinction than a differencet
—TRhetoric does not hemtate to avail atself of the graces of
language which grahfy the taste, but in the Sdhifya, «tastd”
frasa) s ailm all  The difference between the politieal lnstory
of India and that of Greece or Rome so cbviously suggests
the reason why cloguence, in the fwo eases, proposet to atself
ends thus different, that 1t would be 1dle to do mere than allude
to 1t m passing -

The Saktya Darpane 13 dinded mto ten sections—of
lengths varying from eight or nme pages to exghty gr mnety,
The first section declares the nature of poetry The second
treats of the varous powers of a word The third treats of
taste  The fourth treats of the dimsions of poctry » The fifth
discusses more fully one of the powers of a word ndverted to
m section second  The sixth tahes particular cogmzance of
the dimnsion of poctry mto that which 1s to be scen,’ and ‘that

J)

* Themua being that of A
the rest mere out work ' Rhet B I ¢ 1

—7h 3 EAhs #poat bat

¢ Thet common mtuation in We, Video meliora probogue deferiors sequar
proves Indeed that there are degrees of conviction which yield to peruasion, us
there sre other degrees which mo persuss on can subdue yet perhaps we shall
‘bereafier be sbie to show that such Janctures do but exh bit one st of moten
outweighung another and that the agyleation of the term geranasion to the one set,*
nd o{ conviction to the other, fs in many cases arb trary, sather than dictated bya
«correspondent dufference in the things *  Semafalogy—p 175

¢
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which is to be heard? The seventh treats of blemistes. The
tighth treats of style. The ninth treats of the varieties of
composition resulting from the blending of styles, and the
predominance of one or other of them. The tenth and last
treats of embellishment. To the subject of this tenth geetion
the Kuralaydnenda of Aevayva pissnira, with which the stu-
dent usually commences, confines itself,

According to cstablished custom the Sdhitya Darpapa
opens with an invocation. The authar then proceeds to
say that as his work iy ancillary to poetry, its feuits can be
no other than those which poetry bestows. These arc de-
clared to copsist in the sttainment of the four great objects
of human desire—viz, Merit, Wealth, Enjoyment, and Salva.
tion—which, “by means of poetry alone, ean be obtained
pleasantly Even by persons of slender capacity.”” Salvation,
it is to be remembered, or liberation from the habilty to
being born again, 13 the reward held out to its followers by
cach of the varions systems of Hindd doctrine. Even the
Grommarians claim for their own at {—more than was
claimed for the hindred Grammarye of the Dark Ages—) the
power of,leading thesoul.to bliss;* and it is scarcely to be
wondered at that the poets should contend that the goal might
be gained, as surely as by any of the more rugged routes, and
much mere plensantly, by the “primrosc path” of Poesy.
Poctry is to conduce to this by sctting before its votary such
cxamples for imitation as that of Rima, and for avcidance as
that of Réivaya, nnd so training him up to virtme. After
showing how all the four great objects sought after by the wise
have been ot various times obtained through conversaney with
poctry, our author gravely disposes of the objection that the
possession of the Vedas renders the study of poctry with such

* Accorthiag to the Grammarians—' & single word, perfecily understood, and
properly employed, i, alike 1 heaven and on earth, the Kimadhuk"—the macvel.
fous cow from which you may *“mik out whatever you desire—acladng, of
courye, final emancipstion if you wish it.



i Adcerhisement

views sufferfluons, by asking where 1s the wisdom of seching to
remove by means of bitter drugs an mlment that can be cured
with sugar candy,

Having cstablished the importance of Poctry, he proceeds to
determyne what 1t 1 that poctry consists i, and this he de-
audes 1s ¢ Flwvour’ (rasa) * Between this and the Ved4intic con-
ception of the Deity, he does tus best (1n lus third section) to
make out & parallel, which the reader will be the more hkely
to understand, if he have some previous acquuntance with
Vedéntic speculations

It 13 worth noticing that the mnotion of reckomng mefre
among the circumstances that constitute poetry 1s mot even
lunted ot by our citic  The fact that the learned of India are
accustomed to put juto verse nlmast all their driest treatises--
on law, physic, diinity, 8.¢ —affords o ready enough explana-
tion why the acadent of metre should not be mistahen by them
for the cssence of poetry Their test of poetry, (under which
title, a3 we shall see, they reckon “poetry m prosc”’—gadya
Larya), comneides pretdy closcly with that speaified by Whately

as the test of “good poetrv,” when he siys (Rhet p 344,)
~=“The true test 1s casily =ppled that which to qompetent
Judges affords the appropriate pleasure of Poetry,1s goodpoctry,
whether 1t answer any other purposc or not that which does
not afford th pleasure, however mstructine 1t may e, 1s not
good Poetry, though 1t may be a valuable work ””  The Arch-
bishop goes on to say, *“ Notwithstanding all that Las been ad
vanced by some French entics, to prove that a work, not
metre, may be a Poem, (which doctmine was partly derived
from o msnterpretation of a passage m Anstotle’s Poctics)
umversal opmon has always given 4 contrary decision
Any composition 1 terse, (and none that 1s not,) 1s always
called whether good or bad, a Poem, by all who have no
fivounte hypothesis to muntmn” The pandits furmsh ap o
pargatly an exception to the uniscrsality of this dictum, for 1f
.

* Tdtyan reatmakang Luryam—see p 10
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you wish to astonish a pandit, you have ouly to ask hMn grave-
3y whether, for example, that terse metrical composition, the
Nyéya compendium entitled the Bhdshd-parichchhedais a poem.
Tf, in holding it to be ns far removed as anything well can be
from poetry, he goes on a « favourite hypothesis,” it is because
the notion of an opposite hypothesis probably never occurred
to him.

In the 2d chapter {on the various powers of a word) the
explanation of some of the terms is rather curious. “Let that
“Indication’ {says the author) be ¢ Superimponent’ which makes
one think of the identity with something else of an object nof
swallowed (by that with which it is identified, but expressed
along with it). That ¢Indication’ is held to be ‘Introsuscep~
tive’ which makes one think of the identity with something
else of nn wbject swallowed—not expressed but recognised
asit were within that with which it is identified.” For ex-
ample—* The horse—the white—gallops:”” here * the horse”
and “ the white” mean just oneand the same thing, and both
terms are exhibited; but the same seide would be equally
well understood (by a jockey, for example, to whom the
horse way notoriously “the white”—or ¢ the dun’-—or the
chesnut”’—) if the sentence were briefly “The white gal-
lops”” Here the ¢ white” has sw:\llowenl the “lmrse," and
the case iwonce of “ Indication inclusive int ptive founded
on Notoriety” (righdrupdddna-lakshand sddhy dnd) This
classification of phmscolovy may serve to ﬂlustratc a passage
in the ¢ Poctice” of Aristotle, which Mr. Theodore Buckley (of
Christ Church) concurs with Dr. Ritter in condemning as
spuricws. The passage occurs in the 21st chapter, where, in
speahing of metaphors, Aristotle, as rendered by Mr. Buckley,
says “And sometimes the proper term ¥s added to the relative
terms”  We incline to regard the calummiated passage as
genuine.  Liet us see.  Aristotle goes on to remark I say, for
instance, a cup has a similar relation’to Bacchus that o shjeld
has to Mals, Hencee, o shield may be called the cup of Mars,
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nnd o cuff the shicld of Bacchus”  Now, 1t scems to us that of
the following proportion—wz ¢

Cup Dacchus  shield Mars

were fot present to the mnd of the hearer, then (to use Mr.
Buckley’s words—on a hindred passage 1 the 11th chapter 3d
Book of the Rhetornc—) “with a view to guard the metaphor
from any meidental harshness or obscurity” the proper term
may be advantageously added-—makimg what our author calls
a case of the  Superimponent” (sdropa} Thus, had Anstotle
followed up Ins remarh by a special example, we should have
rcad “The cup—the shield of Buechus —“The shield—the
cup of Mars” According to the Hindu phraseology, when we
omit the proper term and say “ The cup of Mars  then, {through
Indication Introsusceptive) the cup has swalloued ¢he shicld—
which latter, nevertheless, 13 discerned within the other by the
cye of the mtelhgent

From the chapters of the Sakitya Darpana which treat of
Drmatic Poctry, maily mteresting estracts have been given by
Professor Il H Wilson 1 the Introduction to Iis “Select

Specimens of the Theatre of the Imdus ” .
JR B
Benares College, 5th Jenuary, 1851
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REFACE.

—

TaE present edition of the Sahitya Darpana hias been
repared from a copy of the first cdition of the same W ith
‘ﬂw correcnons and emendations of the Pandits of the
» Sanskrit Co]legc in Calcuttn, and of & IS, in the Library
f the Asiatic Society (No. 156 of the Sanskrit Catalogue)
ntaining the text, and also the commentary by Ram-
harana. < .

The ‘rendering of the Pracrit and the explanation
f obscure passages in the originakare tahen from that
“ommentary. 1 have adled to this edition o list
sf the authors and works, mcunoncd in tlm text,

with a reforence to the PSsags where their “unmes

first sccur, :\ml also an index of the technical tenms,

’ . .
which, it is hoped, W il be found wseful in o W otle like
the Sahitya abounding a8 it ¢ does with the definitions

of the school






